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Our mission is to design and deliver strategic solutions for 
green chemicals, sustainable materials and 

environmentally preferable products. 
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Endorsers include …
•   American Sustainable 

            Business Council
•   Brooks Sports
•   Construction Specialties, Inc.
•   Dignity Health
•   Forbo Flooring Systems
•   Haworth
•   HDR
•   Hewlett-Packard Company
•   Hospira, Inc.
•   Kaiser Permanente
•   Method
•   Naturepedic
•   Novation  
•   Perkins+Will
•   Practice Greenhealth
•   Premier, Inc.
•   Seventh Generation
•   Shaw Industries
•   Staples, Inc.
•   Whole Foods Market, Inc.

BizNGO Principles for Safer Chemicals 
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1. Know & Disclose

2. Assess & Avoid Hazards

3. Commit to Continuous 
Improvement

4. Support Policies & Standards
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Know

Standardized 
Environmental 
Questions for 

Medical Products 



BPA 

Phthalates 

Prop 65 
chemicals  

HFRs 

PVC 
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Mercury 

Latex  

PGH 
Standardized 

Qs - future 
consideration 

PGH 
Standardized Qs 

Mind the Store 
– Haz 100+ 

Know all 
ingredients 

Know
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Know
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Medical Products 
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Health Product 
Declaration   

Disclose

Clorox 



  Benchmark 4

  Prefer – Safer Chemical

  Benchmark 3

   Use but Still Opportunity  
      for Improvement

  Benchmark 1

  Avoid – Chemical of 
      High Concern

  Benchmark 2

  Use but Search for Safer
     Substitutes

Assess & Avoid Hazards



HP Uses GreenScreen™ to Choose 
Alternatives to Substances of Concern 

• Select alternatives that 
won’t be restricted in the 
future 
– E.g., Low toxicity 

• Helps articulate materials 
goals to suppliers 
– Not simply saying what 

HP doesn’t want 
– Defining what HP does 

want in its products 



Whole Foods Market Eco-Scale for Cleaning Products 
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RØADMAP  
TO ZERO 
DISCHARGE OF 
HAZARDOUS 
CHEMICALS 

Know

Assess & Avoid



Getting Started in Retail 
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Working with Suppliers -- RSLs 

• Know – RSL Chemicals 
– Intentionally 

added 
– Contaminants 

• Assess 
– Set RSL thresholds 

• Avoid  
– No RSL chemicals 

(or below 
thresholds) 

 
16 



Working with Suppliers – Beyond RSLs 
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• Know – all chemicals in 
products/processes 

• Assess 
– Evaluate whether chemicals of 

high concern in 
products/processes 

– Agree upon method for 
evaluating alternatives / 
identifying safer chemicals 

• Prefer 
– Specify safer alternatives 
 



Making Chemicals Management Easier 

• Someone needs to know 
chemicals in products 

• Need common criteria for 
chemicals of concern 

• Need list of chemicals of 
concern 

• Need common criteria for 
safer alternatives 

• TOOLS & SYSTEMS make 
implementation easier 
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• Is a reference document of best practices  
 
• Enables  

– benchmarking tools & initiatives 
– measuring internal performance, 

identifying areas for improvement, and 
tracking progress 

 
• Can be used  

– to create chemical management system 
– externally to explain and report on 

corporate performance and progress 

The Guide 



Thank You! 
Mark Rossi, PhD 
Co-Chair, BizNGO 
Co-Director, Clean Production Action 
Mark@CleanProduction.org 
t) 781.391.6743 x101 

www.bizngo.org/guide.php 
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