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nt to Make an Orderly Transition to Safe

that was easy:



Chemicals are a key element of materials, products and
processes in our supply chains

 The introduction of new
chemicals over the past few
decades has provided significant
value to product designers.

e New chemicals have helped
improve the quality, efficiency
and convenience in our
workplaces, homes and
communities.
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BUT.... all chemicals are not created equal

e Different hazard traits

e Different human health & eco-
toxicity endpoints

e Different exposure routes

e Different degradation &
combustion by-products

e Different pollution potential
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Effective “chemicals in products” policy
Helps safeguard our organization and brand

* Eliminates or reduces risk to brand.

| » Creates shared value for consumer,
community and company.

* Rewards suppliers for innovative
solutions.

e Helps protect human health

e Helps protect natural and built
environment both now and in the
future.
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Staples is Committed to Finding Safer Alternatives
and Announces a “Race to the Top” Initiative

Staples announced a new corporate strategy to
drive sustainability innovation in product
manufacturing, packaging and distribution by
challenging its key suppliers to join it in a "Race
to The Top."

Staples calls on suppliers to compete not only
in terms of product quality, cost and features,
but in finding innovative solutions for product
manufacturing, packaging, and distribution

which reduce impacts on the planet. Innovation
Intervention

Excellence

Staples is committed to collaborating with its
suppliers and chemical makers to identify,
specify, use and offer safer alternatives.
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Staples Chemical Policy
Primary Objective

Staples seeks to offer customers and organizations of
all sizes products that are inherently safer for human
and environmental health and that address
environmental impacts throughout their lifecycle.
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Overarching Goals of Staples Chemicals Policy

Respond to customer and consumer demand
for safer chemicals, materials and products.

Be proactive and ask suppliers to be more
transparent about chemicals in products

Avoid product based pollution

Avoid hazard at product design stage

Promote products that are made using green
chemistry principles

Make an orderly transition to safer materials.
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Staples’ Strategy and Policy
for Transitioning to Safer Chemicals

Endorsed the BizNGO Principles for Safer Chemicals.

Announced Staples “Race to the Top” Chemicals
Management Strategy

Developed and published a Staples “Bad Actors” RSL.

Prepared a Staples “Chemicals in Products” Policy”
currently being implemented
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Staples Chemicals Policy
Key Elements

Requests product chemistry and hazard endpoint data
from suppliers;
Prioritizes chemicals of high concern for elimination;
Creates collaboration with suppliers to:

e Avoid chemicals of concern

e Substitute safer alternatives

Develops a scorecard with suppliers to measure
progress and evaluate results.
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We challenge our suppliers to take a precautionary
approach and be guided by the following principle:

/VVhen there is credible evidence that a chemical
In a product may result in harm to human and/or
environmental health, we should strive to
eliminate the chemical and replace it with a

qguality, affordable, safer and more sustainable
\alternative.

~
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We challenge our suppliers to consider
chemicals of high concern in products to be:

Pollutants

Contaminants

Defects



We challenge our suppliers to consider direct and indirect
chemical exposure to vulnerable sub-populations including:

Children
Women of Child-Bearing Age

Workers



We challenge our suppliers to consider life cycle impacts
of chemicals including harmful by-products of:

Degradation
and

Combustion



We challenge our suppliers to consider life-cycle cost of a
product containing chemicals of concern including:

Initial cost of the product
Cost of handling and use

Cost of recycling or disposal



BizNGO Principles for Safer Chemicals
Endorse and Implement

The Business-NGO Working Group

® promotes the creation and adoption
of safer chemicals and sustainable
ORG materials in a way that supports

market to a healthy

FOR SAFER CHEMICALS AND SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS economy, healthy environment,

and healthy people.

BizNGO Endorsers

Businesses

American Sustainable Business Council
Brooks Sparts

Construction Speciafties, Inc.
Earthbound Farm

Green Harvest Technologies
Hewlett-Packard

Hospira

IHS

Method

Naturepedic

Organsc Valley

Puarkine+Will

Pure Strategies

q Collection

Seventh Generation
Staples, Inc.

Susthinable Research Group
True Textiles, Inc,

Whale Facds

Principles for Safer Chemicals

irvestors and governments want chemicals that have low to no toxicity and de-

grade into i in the i . Leading i arg
seeking to capture these ing market opp ities by redesigning their products
and catalyzing change in their supply chains.

Demand for products made from greener chemicals is growing rapidly. Consumers,

To advance an where the duction and use of chemicals are healthy for
humans, as well as for our global envirenment and its non-human inhabitants, respon-
sible companies and their supply chains should adopt and implement the following
four principles for safer chemicals:

1. Know and disclose product chemistry, Manufacturers will identify the substances
associated with and used in a Drodu\:l across its lifecycle and will increase as appropri-
ate the wy of the chemi i in their products, including the public
fiscl of chemicals of high concern.” Buyers will request product chemistry data

Health Care
Catholic Healthcare West
Health Care Without Ham
Kaiser Permanente
Novation

Practice Greenhealth
Premier

NGOs and Investars
As You Sow
Basel Action Netwark
Bosion Commen Asset

Management. LLC
Breast Cancer Fund
Center for Environmental Health
ChemSes
Clean New York
Clean Production Action
Clean Water Action
Commaonweal
Dominican Sisters of Hope
Ecolagy Certer
Electronics Take Back Coalition
Ervironmental Health Fund
Erwironmental Health Strategy Center
General Council, Adrian Dominican

Siaters
Healthy Bullding Network
Inhance Investrment Management Inc,
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Institute for Local SeltRellance
Mercy Irvestment Program
Natural Resources Defense ccmncl

from their suppliers.

2. Asssss md avold hazards. f: will d ine the hazard ch

of ¢k i and f lations in their products, use chemicals with inher.
ently low hazard potential, prioritize chemicals of high concern for elimination, minimize
exposure when hazards cannot be and redesl:n and o
avoid the use and/or of h ls. Buyers will work with their

suppliers to achieve this principle.

3. Commit to i tructur
policies and practices that create a framework for the regular review of product and
process chemistry, and that promote the use of chemicals, processes, and products
with inherently lower hazard potential.

4. Support public policies and industry standards that: advance the implementation
of the above three principles, ensure that hensive hazard data are available for
chemicals on the market, take action to eliminate or reduce known hazards and promote
a greener economy, including support for green chemistry research and education.

These principles are key features of an effective strategy for promating, develaping and
using It that are i n across their entire lifecycle.

: 13 Principies PR —— - Prusory et Praction,
e Yiork)

Northwest Coalition for Ry
Investment

2 “Chemicals of high - b 1) pursstest, wery

far
and the Environment
Sisters of Mercy, Reglonal Community
of Detron Charitable Trust
Sisters of St. Francis of Philsdelphia
Washinglon Tosics Coalition
Women's Vokoes for the Earth
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For further information, contact Mark Rossi, Chair. Business-NGO Working Group
www.bizngo.org - Mark@CleanProduction.org - 781.301.6743

The Guideto

http://www.bizngo.org/pdf/GuideToSaferChemicals-vl 2.pdf

. g~

Safer.Chemicals

plementing
the BizNGO Principles
for Safer Chemicals

£

A P

==
easysplanet


http://www.bizngo.org/pdf/GuideToSaferChemicals-v1_2.pdf

Green Screen for Safer Chemicals:
Comparative Hazard Assessment Tool

A Decision Making Tool to Help Companies Identify Safer Chemical

THE GREEN SCREEN FOR SAFER CHEMICALS:
Evaluating Flame
Retardants forTV Enclosﬁ’r

CLEAN
PRODUCTION
ACTION




Health Product Declaration
Better way to communicate chemical information

Sample Health Product Declaration - 9/26/2011 draft

1) Product Description

Name & IDs | Tuff Stuff X42, product SKU SB4253 MasterFormat | 09 96 00 (MF10)

Manufacturer | Ajax Manufacturing Declaration date | Junz 9, 2011

Description | High perormance coating designad for painting bath stall walls and other wet suraces.

2) Product Contents Disclosure

Disclosure level | 94 | percent of intentionally added content s fully disclosed (100 percent is ideal).
Name CAS BN % Health Hazard Warnings RC Mano
1| Phenyl Glycidyl Ether 122801 55% Cancer and Male reproductive toxicity (CA Prop €5) N N

R37 Imitating to respiratory system and R53 May cause longderm adverse effects in the aquatic
environment [EC Rigk)

2| Alkyl (G12, G14} Glycidyl Ether 60609-97-2 21% Irritating fo skin and May cause sensitization by skin contact. (EC Risk) N N
Full Green Screen assessed at Benchmark 2 by ChemService on 6/6/2011. Report is at
winw.ChemSenice.com/GS54345

3 | Bis{2{dmethylamno)ethyl) ether 3033-62-3 A% Mo warmings found N N

4 | Polyethylene an0z-58-4 [k Mo warnings found PG N

5 | Trade secref Mot 3% Category 1 Evdence of endocrine disruption activity (EC- Endocrine) N N
disclosed Very toxc to aguatic organisms and possible risk of impared ferdility [EC Risk)

6 | Acme Zap-It Antimicrobial Content not 3% Mot availablz N N
disclosed

T | Silver 7440-22-4 2% Mo warmings found N Y

& | Dstilale Fuel (s, Light 13465417 1% | Nowamings found N i

All known residuals disclosedto | | Lowestrequirements (deal) | X| 100ppm | [ 1000ppm | [ As required on MSDS | | Notdisclosed

9 | Fommaldehyds 50-00-0 <1000 | Group 1: Agent is cancinogenic to humans (1ARC) and other cancer warnings (See notes) N N

ppm . | Generally accepted asthmagen (AQEC)
R23: Towic by inhalation and R24: Toxic in contact with skin and R25: Toxic if swallowed and

R34: Causes burns and R43: Mav cause sensitizafion by skin contact [EC Riskl

The manufaciurer affirms that all known matenal contents were screened | Pharos Chemical and Material Library from the Healthy Screening date | June &, 2011
for chemicals of concemn and health warning listings using: | Building Netwoark

Hazard warnings asscciated with aach ingredient must be lizled fior all chemicals listed on any of the Health Product Declaration (HPDY) Priodty liste found at www heslfnproductdeciaration org/prioftyiists

RC = Recycled Content: PC-Post Consumer Pl = Post indusinal Nano = compnsed of nanoscals paricles or nanotechnology

Total Volatile Organic Compound Content (TVOC) | Material VOC [ 509l | RegulatoryVOC | 30gl | Total VOC incl. EPA exempt compounds | A0 g/




Managing Chemical Risk
Lessons Learned

Knowing is better than not knowing.

Action is better than inaction.

Eliminating chemical hazard is better than managing exposure.
Transparency/disclosure is better than vagueness or obscurity.

Orderly proactive transition is better than abrupt reaction.
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ior Scientist,

that was easy:
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